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The Twelve 
#7. Matthew – Getting Right With God 

10.21.18 
 
 

Matthew 9:9-13 NASB  As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in 
the tax collector’s booth; and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him.  
10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax 

collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. 11 When the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax 

collectors and sinners?” 12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy 

who need a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire 
compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 
 

The Central Lesson of his Life: Every disciple must learn the balancing power of Grace 

and Mercy.  

 

 

I. Background and Observations 
 

A. We are beginning to see a picture of the disciples that makes the group begin to look 
like a church family. There were similarities, since all of them (except Judas Iscariot) 
were from rural Galilee, but there were significant differences as well. Some were from 
families with significant social connections, while others were from middle class 
fishermen and farmers, some may have had roots in even poorer families. There were 
different temperaments, different giftings, and they may have had different 
expectations. But now we see a new twist - a man who had a shady past. Matthew, 
known also as Levi, was essentially an outcast from Jewish society when Jesus called 
him. 
 
 

B. Tax Collectors were the most despised people in Israel. 
 
1. Lower than the Herodians (Jews loyal to Herod). 

 
 

2. Lower than the occupational Army of Rome. 
 
 

3. They were considered to occupy the same social status as prostitutes (Matthew 
21:32). 

 
 

4. They were also known as Publicans - these were men who purchased a sort of 
taxation franchise from Rome and then extorted money from the people of Israel in 
order to finance Rome’s occupation and excesses, as well filling their own bank 
accounts since they were allowed to keep a percentage of taxes they collected. 
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5. There was no “due process,” and the people were often physically accosted by 
thugs in order to take every coin available. 
 

 
6. There were basically two types of tax collectors. 

 
 

C. The first were General Tax Collectors (Gabbai). 
 
1. They collected property tax, income tax, and poll or registry taxes.  

 
 

2. These taxes were basically set, so corruption was minimal at this level. 
 

 
D. The second group was known as the Mohkes. 

 
1. They collected taxes on imports and exports; goods that were traded domestically 

(virtually anything that moved by road). They were set up on roads and bridges, 
taxing animals that carried goods as well as the goods being transported. They 
would search for letters, packages, or anything else they chose to asses for tax 
purposes. Almost without exception, they were capricious and arbitrary. 
 
 

2. There were two classed of Mohkes, the Great Mohkes, and the Little Mohkes. 
 

 
3. The Great Mohkes (like Zacchaeus - Luke 19:2) stayed behind the scenes and let 

others do the dirty work for them. Matthew was probably a Littles Mohke, because 
he sat at the table and had to deal with people face to face. These were the men 
who were the faces of taxation - they were hated the most. 
 

 
E. One of Matthew’s first actions as a new disciple was to host a banquet with Jesus as 

the honored guest (Matthew 9:10). As with Philip and Andrew, Matthew’s first impulse 
was to tell his friends about Jesus. In Luke’s account, we see that Jesus was severely 
criticized for accepting the invitation (Luke 5:39-32). 

 
 

F. It is Matthew’s call that sets a dividing line between Jesus and the Rulers of Israel that 
would never be crossed. He came, not to save the self-righteous, but to save those who 
realized they were sinners! 

 
 

G. Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name (probably the first written account of 
Jesus’ ministry). It was written to a Jewish audience and shows profound knowledge of 
the Old Testament (he quotes it almost 100 times). 
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H. Matthew’s ministry occurred mostly in Persia and Ethiopia. While some doubt that he 
was martyred, there is an account of Levi being stabbed to death in Ethiopia. 

 
 
 

II. Lessons from the Life of Matthew 
 

A. Grace and Mercy remind us that Jesus often works with those from humble 

origins in order to set aside the wisdom of man. 
 
1. It was the Chief Priest and Rulers of Israel, along with the self-righteous Pharisees 

who called for Jesus’ death. 
 
 

2. It is interesting that the Pharisees and Rulers of Israel never seemed to dispute 
Jesus’ miracle. They were beyond question. Some tried to represent the miracles as 
demonic, but no one tried to dent the reality of the miracles. They called for Jesus’ 
blood for two reasons: 
 
a. He made statements that made Him equal to God. 

 
 

b. He called them sinners. 
 

 

3. 1 Corinthians 1:18-29 NASB 18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness of the clever I will 
set aside.” 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the 
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was 
well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we 
preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,      
24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brethren, 
that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and 
God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are 
strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may 
boast before God. 
 

 
4. This is why those leaders hated John the Baptist (Luke 3:1-20). 

 
 

B. Grace and mercy remind us that anyone can be saved!  
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1. There were four other stories about Tax Collectors mentioned in the Gospels. In 
every case, many of them became followers of Jesus. 
 

a. Zacchaeus (Luke 19:2-10) 
 
 

b. The Publican mentioned in Luke 18:10-14. 
 
 

c. Tax collectors were baptized by John (Luke 7:29). 
 
 

d. Jesus’ crowds were often filled with Publicans who responded to His message 
of repentance (Luke 15:1). 

 
 

2. A tax collector like Matthew would be cut off from his own people, and would have 
effectively cut himself off from the God of Israel. 
 
 

3. He would have been banned from the Synagogue, forbidden to sacrifice and 
worship in the Temple, and was considered worse than a Gentile. 
 
 

4. Jesus used the lowliest of sinners to describe those who were populating Heaven 
instead of the self-righteous. (Matthew 21:31-32)  
 
 

C. Grace and Mercy is the framework for salvation.  
 

1. Luke 18:10-14 NASB  “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: 
‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But 
the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the 
sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 

 
 

2. They are received… 
 

a. In my mind (intellectually - what I think) 
 
 

b. In my heart (emotionally - what I feel) 
 
 

c. In my actions (deliberately - what I do)  


